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Digitizing Luft’s Notebooks 
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Luft observed from 1923 to 1987 

The nearly 12,000 pages yielded 10,434 usable observations [when image 

quality was good enough].  

Blue = groups, Pinks = spots, Yellow = SSN, Purple = SIDC Official SSN. 

Herbert Luft was born in 1908 in Breslau, Germany and died 1988 in New York, USA 

As a teenager he joined various Amateur Associations and was mentored by the 

slightly older Wolfgang Gleissberg who suggested Luft concentrate on Sunspots. 
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In 1938 Luft was in Buchenwald 
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Managed to get out in 1939 and 

flee to Brazil [where he had family] 

Monte Pascoal 2400-passenger steamer 

Sao Paulo 

New 

York 

And in 1946 he married [Hilde] and settled in New York, NY 
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Pages from May 1940 [São Paulo] 
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Pages from March 1948 [New York] 
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The Data File 

Groups    Spots      SSN 
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Now we can begin to do Science 

with Luft’s data [so more to come] 
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